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the New Jersey Alliance for Action. 
Currently, he serves as President of the 
Essex County Building and Construc-
tion Trades Council, an organization 
with 17 affiliates that represents over 
12,000 craftmembers throughout Essex 
County, New Jersey. Bill is a com-
mitted worker, colleague, and leader 
who exemplifies the best of New Jersey 
Labor Leaders. 

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize a leader of great stature in New 
Jersey’s labor community. Through 
these years, fighting for the cause of 
working men and women, Bill has been 
known to stand on principle, loyalty, 
and hard work. It is with pride that I 
honor Bill on his selection as Grand 
Marshal.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO YORK COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA

∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, this 
year marks the 250th anniversary of 
York County, Pennsylvania. Today, I 
rise to recognize the establishment and 
storied history of this county which 
contributed greatly to the founding of 
our Nation. 

Established in 1749, York had for-
merly been a part of neighboring Lan-
caster County. The citizens of York 
had petitioned for their own county so 
that they could establish a courthouse 
in closer proximity to their jail. With 
the granting of the petition, York be-
came the first county in Pennsylvania 
west of the Susquehanna River and the 
fifth county in Pennsylvania overall. 
Since that time, the county has devel-
oped rich and dynamic civic, social, po-
litical and economic institutions, in-
cluding both durable agricultural and 
industrial bases, and serves as a model 
for communities across the Common-
wealth and the Nation. 

Mr. President, from September 1777 
through June 1778, York served as the 
capital of our Nation. As British Gen-
eral Howe’s army occupied Philadel-
phia, our early government, the Conti-
nental Congress, was first moved to 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. After one 
day, the Continental Congress sought 
to place further distance between it 
and the British, so it crossed the Sus-
quehanna river at Wrights’ Ferry and 
resumed session in the Colonial Court-
house in Center Square, York. 

Mr. President, it was during the time 
that the York hosted our nation’s gov-
ernment that the Marquis de Lafayette 
made the famous ‘‘toast that saved the 
nation.’’ With this toast, Lafayette 
proclaimed his continued support for, 
and espoused the attributes of, General 
Washington at a time when certain fac-
tions were calling for the General to be 
replaced. This toast has been credited 
as saving George Washington’s position 
as our first Commander in Chief. It was 
also during the time that the Conti-
nental Congress convened in York that 
it adopted the Articles of Confed-

eration. This important document was 
the precursor to the Constitution and 
marked the first use of the term 
‘‘United States of America.’’ 

Mr. President, the people of York 
County are proud of their history and 
their traditions. I am proud to join 
York in this celebration and ask my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating 
York on its 250th anniversary.∑ 
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A TRIBUTE TO BOB FERRELL 
∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
recognize a great patriot from my won-
derful State of West Virginia, Mr. Rob-
ert ‘‘Bob’’ Ferrell. Bob retired from the 
U.S. Air Force with more than 21 years 
of active duty service. He bravely 
served his country during the Vietnam 
conflict on the C–130 Spectre Gunship 
as a gunner and instructor gunner. 
Over the course of many years of serv-
ice, the Air Force honored Bob with 
numerous prestigious awards, includ-
ing the coveted Distinguished Flying 
Cross.

After completing his tour in Viet-
nam, Bob returned to his lifelong home 
of Logan County, and began the hard 
work of a coal miner to support his 
family. Bob was an exemplary citizen 
and participated in many community 
activities. He was a lifetime member of 
the American Legion and the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. After retiring from 
the mines in the mid 1980’s, Bob trav-
eled all over our State seeking the op-
portunity to speak to our school chil-
dren about the importance of service to 
our country and to our state. 

A devoted husband and father, Bob 
raised four wonderful and productive 
children, two boys and two girls. The 
example he set for his sons resulted in 
both of them following in his footsteps 
and enlisting in the armed forces. The 
eldest, Mike, is serving in the 101st Air-
borne division of Fort Campbell, KY, 
and Steve is a full-time member of the 
West Virginia Army National Guard. 
His daughters also are respected mem-
bers of their communities. The oldest, 
LaRue, is a chiropractor, and her 
younger sister, Anitra, is a loving 
mother and housewife. 

Bob passed away in May of this year, 
and was buried, so appropriately, on 
the day which commemorates the lives 
of all those who sacrificed so much for 
our nation, Memorial Day. Mr. Presi-
dent, as you know, I am the ranking 
member of the Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, and I take great 
pride in recognizing this wonderful and 
patriotic man from my state of West 
Virginia. Bob was one of more than 
200,000 veterans from my home State, 
and represents the millions of Ameri-
cans who served our country with pride 
and distinction. One of the best ways 
we can honor Bob’s memory is to work 
diligently to ensure that the promises 
made by our government to all vet-
erans are kept. 

I would like to close by saying— 
thank you, Bob. Your outstanding atti-
tude and unselfish lifestyle are an in-
spiration to the people of our State. 
You attained the goal all men strive 
for, in that, you left the world a better 
place for all of us.∑ 
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COLCHESTER LIONS CLUB 

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to honor the Colchester 
Lions Club of Colchester, CT. On Octo-
ber 30, they will be celebrating their 
50th anniversary of service to the 
Colchester community. 

The Colchester Lions Club was estab-
lished on August 2, 1949, and through 
the support of area residents, they 
have reached out to assist many mem-
bers of the community. The Lions Club 
has lent its support to such worthwhile 
local causes as the D.A.R.E. Program 
for schools, academic scholarships for 
local students, and area food banks, 
and senior centers. They also have 
reached far beyond the Town of 
Colchester by raising funds for organi-
zations such as the Fidelco Guide Dog 
Foundation and Lions Clubs Inter-
national.

As the Colchester Lions Club has 
grown over the years, their numerous 
good works have touched many lives 
and demonstrated the true value of vol-
unteerism. The people of Connecticut 
thank the Colchester Lions Club and 
all its members for their service, dedi-
cation, and contribution to our State.∑ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE NORTH 
CATHOLIC GIRLS BASKETBALL 
TEAM

∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize the North 
Catholic Girls Basketball team for 
their 25 years of outstanding accom-
plishments.

Over the past 25 years, the team has 
earned a record of 671 wins and 100 
losses. Coach Don Barth, the team’s 
coach during their first 23 years, took 
the team to the WPIAL championship 
game 21 times. Last year, the team 
again went to the championship game 
under their current coach, Molly 
Larkin Rothman. 

Among the team’s other accomplish-
ments, they have won the state cham-
pionships seven times, the conference 
championship 25 times, and they hold 
the record for the longest winning 
streak with 56 wins between 1987 and 
1989.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to 
join with me in congratulating the 
North Catholic Girls Basketball team 
on their outstanding accomplishments 
over the past 25 years. They have pro-
vided an excellent example for youth in 
Pennsylvania and throughout the 
country.∑ 
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